
	  
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT  
On Sunday October 12, during the gala dinner of the MMTA convention in Dearborn, it was a great pleasure to 
participate in the celebration of one of our members, Sarah Albright, who was honored as "Teacher of the 
Year" along with three other colleagues from Michigan. Photos of the event will appear soon on our website!  
In the meantime, I thought that many of you who were not able to attend would appreciate knowing a little 
more more about Sarah's dedication and achievements. Here is her biography as published in the conference 
program: 
 
 
             Sarah grew up in Martinsville, Virginia, where she began piano studies with her mother. In Junior High School, she 
began organ study and later served as accompanist for her high school choir and became the organist of the 1st Baptist 
Church. 
A graduate of Salem College in Winston-Salem, NC, with a degree in organ performance, Sarah studied organ with John 
Mueller and piano with George Henry Horne. She holds a Master's degree in organ from the University of Michigan where 
she studied with Marilyn Mason, and completed her organ study in Paris, France, with Marie Claire Alain. Recent piano 
study has been with Katherine Teves. 

Sarah's career has included private piano teaching as well as performances and positions in church music. She 
was Music Director for six years at the South Lyon Presbyterian Church and recently retired from 22 years at the First 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation Church of Ann Arbor where she played organ, piano, and directed three choirs. She 
continues to substitute in area churches and teachestwenty piano students. Over her 40 years of piano teaching, her 
students have participated in Student Achievement Testing and the National Guild of Piano Teachers auditions. Several 
students have become professional musicians. 

As a member of the Ann Arbor Area Piano Teachers Guild for 40 years, Sarah has served in almost every 
leadership position in the Guild. During her presidency, the Ann Arbor Chapter became affiliated with MMTA. She has 
served on the MMTA Board of Certification and as head of Local Associations. Through her local chapter, she has 
participated in the organization of Mostly Music Camp, Music Explorer Day, the Monster Concert, and played inguild-
sponsored recitals. She has adjudicated piano auditions in Michigan for 30 years. In 2011, she was invited to judge 
pianists in the Hong Kong Schools Music Festival, which entailed judging students from elementary to advanced levels all 
day, six days a week for a month. 

Sarah has been active in the American Guild of Organists and served as Dean of the Ann Arbor chapter in 1985-
86. In 1985, she organized a sixteen hour long organ Marathonhonoring Bach's three-hundredth birthday. She 
has playedorgan and piano duet recitals in Michigan, Virginia, and North Carolina. 

Sarah enjoys growing roses, lunching with friends, traveling, and time with her children John, who lives in 
Belleville, and Elizabeth, who teaches dance near Chicago. 
 
 
Congratulation Sarah! 
 
There was much to learn at the conference and I will follow up with a summary via email.   
 
On another subject, please note that after our formal program coming up this week, a small group will meet to 
brainstorm about our chamber music initiative. So it is the time for you to share your ideas on how we can make this 
relevant to your students and if you know string and woodwind teachers who could be interested in participating. 
Please feel free to email me at octbb47@sbcglobal.net or call me on my cell phone at 734-834-6349. I look forward 
to seeing you on Thursday at Kerrytown. 
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Once Upon a Time, Happily Ever After 
November 16 Kerrytown Concert House 4 p.m. 
  
Fairies, Witches,and gnomes,-oh my! The Guild's own Performers Group presents: 
  
"Once Upon a Time, Happily Ever After"  features classical music inspired by Fairy Tales and Myths and will 
be enjoyed by "children of all ages."  It includes selections from Ravel's well-known Mother Goose Suite, 
Debussy's Danse of Puck and the Sunken Cathedral, gnome and troll selections by MacDowell and Grieg,  
The Old Castle and Baba Yaga from Mussorgsky's Pictures at an Exhibition,  Rumpelstiltskin's Last dance-an 
original composition by Waleed Howrani, Janacek's Podhudka for cello and piano,  Ondine (mermaid) by 
Ravel, Rachmaninoff's Etude Tableaux op.39 no.6 (Red Riding Hood), and a rousing duet version of the 
Wizard of Oz.  Performers will include Eunyoung Yim, Heidi Cowan, Merilee Magnuson, Katherine Teves 
Mizruchi, Mary Bates, Renee Robbins, Sara Carriere, and Waleed Howrani, pianists.  Guest cellist will be Sara 
Cumming and there will be narration by Sandy Ryder. 
  
 
Adult Student Recital 
Sunday, November 16th @ 1:30pm 
Encourage your adult students to participate in the adult recital at the Kerrytown Concert House.  These 
concerts of a relaxed nature give a chance for adult students to play for their family and friends, gain 
confidence, and feel proud of their achievements.  A modest reception follows where all are invited to “munch 
& mingle”…Please send Daniel (ddrummond@steinwaydetroit.com) the name of your student, work(s) 
title/composer and approximate duration, by November 9th. 
 
  
AAAPTG PLANNERS ARE HERE! 
If you ordered a planner and have not received it, please be in touch with Mary Bates.  She 
will have them at all October Guild meetings.  You can also arrange a pick up.  $10; checks 
should be made out to AAAPTG.   
 
SATD DATES FOR 2015 
Nov. 1, 2014 - MTNA payment deadline 
Dec. 20 -   Registration due date (Please note the change from the yearbook) 
January 9, 2015 - Repertoire Deadline 
February 11, 9:30 - Teacher Workday at the home of Gail Davis Barnes 
February 21 - 22- SATD @EMU, Ypsilanti, MI 
March 6 - SAT Semi-Finals Registration Deadline 
April 18 - SAT Semi-Finals, Madonna University, Livonia, MI 
May 2 - SAT Finals, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
 
Please add this new member to your yearbook:  
Marian Viola Patin 
918 Pomona Road     761-7384 
Ann Arbor  48103 
ravel22me@aol.com 
 
 
CORRECTIONS FOR YEARBOOK 
Please make the following changes in your 2014-2015 yearbook: 
--Heidi Cowan email:  cowan.hh@gmail.com 
--Daniel Drummond address:  3770 Green Brier Blvd #356C 
--Edith Lin email:  elin1088@gmail.com 
--Charlotte Moore-Viculin address:  P.O.Box 5546. 

 
 



Other News:  
MMTA member Susan Witucki is selling her Yamaha grand piano.  She has no space for it.  

It is a C3 6 ft. 1 inch polished ebony piano 81/2 years old $25,000 or negotiable.  Located in Shelby 
Townhip/Sterling Heights area.  Contact:  Susan at (586) 504-0458 or spsz@comcast.net 
 

Jim Cotter has a Grinnel upright which he had for 20 years and now will give to a good home for the cot of 
moving it. He had gotten it from the UM. Phone: 389=5100. 
 
Lessons Desired for Autistic student: 
My 6 year old daughter has high functioning ASD (autism spectrum disorder).  We have a piano that she has 
an interest in playing.  I am wondering if you have any recommendations or advice on any teachers who teach 
special needs children the piano.  She would require a lot of patience and specialized attention given her 
issues which are largely behavioural and social.Many thanks,   Jessica Moran (Founder-)Diamond Knot 
PR734-358-8792 
www.diamondknotpr.com 
 


