
 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President:  

On Thursday May 14, we celebrated the end of the year with about 30 of you at our 

annual Spring Luncheon. It is always so pleasant to have time to sit down and enjoy 

each other's company while sharing a meal. As usual, our members in charge of the 

event, Nancy Klein, Brenda Marshall, Charlotte Moore-Viculin and Sara Carriere were 

up to the task and everything was well organized and nicely presented. I used the 

opportunity to look back on our accomplishments this past year and give thanks to all 

board members for their constant support and diligence as well as to at large members 

who often contribute their help when needed. 

In summary, here are the highlights of our business meeting including 

some recent updates: 

Our 2015-16 budget was passed unanimously. 

Two board positions are currently open and need to be filled soon: 

1. National Guild Auditions coordinator: Gail Davis Barnes has decided to pass the 

baton to another member, after carrying on the local organization of the 

National Guild Auditions for many years. 

2. Student Recitals coordinator: Huimin Ponchart will not continue because her 

full time job keeps her too busy in addition to her studio teaching. 

Due to busy professional commitments, Jeannette Faber will be leaving the position as 

Seminar Coordinator. The position will not be headed by a committee: Mary Bates, 

Nancy Klein, Gaye Thomas. Read more below: 

The Guild Gazette 
Volume 8, Number 7 

 

 

http://pianoguild.com/page/nztj/Auditions_Programs.html


Gaye Thomas is leading an SAT committee and is currently exploring a new 

registration process. This could prove to be extremely helpful to our entire "behind-

the-scenes" process! 

The pilot Summer Piano Ensemble Camp has surpassed its enrollment goal, with 15 

campers aged 10 to 16 so far. Please visit our online campsite for a description of the 

event and to see our faculty. 

How can you help our organization? 

 considering inquiring about any positions that are currently open, either by 

contacting me or the previous person in charge; 

 renewing your membership before June, so our yearbook can be updated in a 

timely fashion; 

 writing a blog on a topic that interests you (short or long...doesn't matter!). Just 

send a word document and Lester will format and beautify your text with pics. 

You also could simply suggest topics. For example, Tracey Baetzel gave us an 

excellent introduction to the Piano Safari method, and Katherine Mizruchi told 

Seminars 2015-2016 

Some changes are being tried for the 2015-16 Seminars. Mary Bates, Nancy Klein, 

and Gaye Thomas will be the committee in charge of the Seminars. We will be 

choosing topics in response to interests generated by our formal programs or other 

events and input. The exact content of the Seminars will therefore not be published 

in the yearbook, but will be announced in the Gazette and at meetings. 

We DO need hosting help. Please let Mary Bates know if you are willing to host 7-12 

or so people on one of the following dates: Oct. 29, Jan. 28, March 24, April 

28. 

We would also like to hear from you about topics of interest. Some ideas floating 

about include talking about teaching students with ADHD, discussing articles or 

books, and studio issues. We will have more ideas as the Formal Programs resume. 

In the meantime, please let Mary know about your hosting availability. And contact 

the committee with any questions or suggestions! 

http://www.a2pianoteachers.com/summer-piano-ensemble-2015/
http://www.a2pianoteachers.com/summer-piano-ensemble-2015/
http://www.a2pianoteachers.com/new-safari-method-books-for-beginners-offers-outstanding-guidance-for-teachers-too/
mailto:dexteroad@netscape.net


us a very informative (and entertaining) story about George Sand and Chopins' 

sojourn to Majorca; 

 checking the a2pianoteachers.com website regularly and giving us feedback; 

 coming to a board meeting to express your ideas about how the Guild can 

improve; 

 nominating a teacher for the MMTA Teacher of the Year Award 

We will be very active this summer, and I encourage everyone to stay informed and 

involved. For your information, please read this letter from MTNA expressing the 

multiple ways we can make our programs more meaningful by opening up to our 

communities. Our Guild is definitively in the right track and we will do more next year! 

Béatrice Ellis, President 

Ann Arbor Area Piano Teachers Guild 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------- 

For your students: 

The Phoenix Summer Chamber Music camp has extended its registration deadline 

to July 1st. It is held at EMU during the last week of July. Based on the success of their 

short program during Memorial Day weekend, it looks like a very fun way to enjoy 

music and boost progress in a short time. 

Clavier Companion 

Clavier Companion has been sending an appeal to professional music organizations 

to renew their subscriptions. Click here to subscribe or renew. Be sure to use coupon 

code: ccspringoffer. You can even request a free copy of Clavier Companion from 

their website. 

http://www.a2pianoteachers.com/frederic-and-the-terrible-horrible-no-good-very-bad-vacation-with-apologies-to-judith-viorst/
http://www.a2pianoteachers.com/frederic-and-the-terrible-horrible-no-good-very-bad-vacation-with-apologies-to-judith-viorst/
http://a2pianoteachers.com/
http://mtna.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9NDM4NjE1NyZzdWJzY3JpYmVyaWQ9Nzc1Mzc1MTUy
https://phoenixensemble.com/phoenixphest-grande
http://www.claviercompanion.com/


 

Courant Young Artists Auditions 

On Saturdays 7/18/2015 and 7/25/2015, Courant Arts and Culture will host its first 

annual Courant Young Artists Auditions and I am passing the information along: 

"The motivations behind these auditions are to nurture and to promote young 

musicians in the Detroit area by providing a platform for them to work with 

professional musicians. There is no greater learning experience than performing 

side by side with wonderful artists - for much is learned through the preparation 

process. With that in mind, we plan to select several Courant Young Artists (CYA) 

every season through auditions. We will then feature them in subsequent 

fundraising concerts, alongside guest artists throughout the 2015-2016 season. In 

addition to future performances, CYAs will participate in a masterclass with 

Logan Skelton. We strongly believe the importance of reaching out to the 

community, to share our passion for music and the arts, and to thank members for 

their continued support. The reason two separate auditions are held is to ensure 

audition locations are as convenient as possible for students living between AA and 

Troy areas." 

Below are some detailed information: 

1) The application fee is $70 - no other fees will be required for either the 

masterclass, or future performances. 

2) Depending on the number of applicants, we may have to introduce a pre-

screening round, where students submit recordings. 

3) Auditions are open to students in three age groups: 12-14, 15-17 and 18-above. 4) 

Each student will prepare three contrasting works. 

5) Each audition will be 12-15 minutes. 

Below is a list of dates and events: 

Ann Arbor Auditions/Masterclass: Trinity Lutheran Church 

7/18/2015 2PM - 5PM: CYA Auditions 

7/19/2015 2PM - 4PM: CYA Masterclass with Logan Skelton 

Bloomfield Hills Auditions/Masterclass: Evola Music 

7/25/2015 2PM - 5PM: CYA Auditions 

7/26/2015 2PM - 4PM: CYA Masterclass with Logan Skelton  

To apply online, please click on the following link. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LhCY4EmFJokX9LupufmBsX-

MLeM2yRradO5MV9uvc9s/viewform[/message_box] 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LhCY4EmFJokX9LupufmBsX-MLeM2yRradO5MV9uvc9s/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LhCY4EmFJokX9LupufmBsX-MLeM2yRradO5MV9uvc9s/viewform


  

For Teachers:  

Ohio University Piano Pedagogy Seminar - Begin your summer with inspiration from 

this outstanding workshop for pre-college piano teachers in Athens, Ohio. Organized 

by Dr. Christopher Fisher (who did a presentation for the AAAPTG March meeting), 

it's a terrific program and tremendous value at only $55. Featured clinician is Robert 

Duke ( author of Intelligent Music Learning) and featured artist is Alan Chow (winner 

of several international prizes). Click here for registration information.  

 

For Sale: 

A student of Tracey Baetzel who is moving to Brazil is selling a nice upright. Click here 

for information from Craig's List. 

A 2 year old Steinway Boston upright ("like-new quality") is being offered. Click here 

for information from Craig's List. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Check the Michigan Theater schedule of June 15-18 for the documentary about 

pianist Seymour Bernstein by Ethan Hawke. The time of day has not yet been 

specified, but from everything I have heard it is not to be missed. 

 

Bernstein and Hawke 

http://www.oupianopedagogyseminar.com/
http://www.oupianopedagogyseminar.com/registration.html
http://t.signauxcinq.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XZs4Y98r-W6537xb5vfVLsVRrZFz56dHJ7f4DBMJv02?t=http%3A%2F%2Fannarbor.craigslist.org%2Fmsg%2F5023631156.html&si=5171553819426816&pi=fa2dac44-1e47-49db-f404-ddc3220edfbb
http://t.signauxcinq.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XZs4Y98r-W6537xb5vfVLsVRrZFz56dHJ7f4DBMJv02?t=http%3A%2F%2Fannarbor.craigslist.org%2Fmsg%2F5023631156.html&si=5171553819426816&pi=fa2dac44-1e47-49db-f404-ddc3220edfbb
https://annarbor.craigslist.org/msg/5055784889.html
https://annarbor.craigslist.org/msg/5055784889.html
http://www.michtheater.org/
http://www.michtheater.org/shows/seymour-an-introduction/
http://www.michtheater.org/shows/seymour-an-introduction/
http://www.michtheater.org/shows/seymour-an-introduction/


 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

FOUNDATION NEWS – May 2015 

website:www.aaaptgf.org 

Foundation Board Elections and Re-elections took place at the May 29 meeting. Re-

elected for two-year terms each were Rebecca Biber and Lynne Waggoner. Elected for 

the first time, two-year terms each, were Mary Bates and Chris Carlon. 

The calendar of meeting dates for our fiscal year, June 1, 2015-May 31, 2016 was set up. 

Also, dates of events (the Halloween Hoot & Spring Fling Recitals, and Awards 

Auditions & Recital) were tentatively set. Judy Hanway, who has resigned from our 

board, was thanked for her nearly 20 years of serving on the board in many capacities 

including Mostly Music Camp Director, Annual Campaign Chair, Director of the 

Halloween Hoot & Spring Fling Recitals and several other tasks that she willingly took 

on. We will miss you, Judy. 

Mostly Music Camp has been canceled due to low enrollment. 

 

 

 

 

1st AAAPTG Summer Chamber Music Camp 

THE CAMP WILL BE HELD JUNE 15-19, 2015 

9:00 AM – NOON 

FABER PIANO INSTITUTE (PACKARD/PLATT) 

For more information, please our online Campsite! 

http://aaaptgf.org/
http://www.a2pianoteachers.com/summer-piano-ensemble-2015/


 

THE COMPLETE LIST OF AWARDS AND ASSISTANCE OFFERED by the 

FOUNDATION: 

Financial Awards for musical excellence to Guild members’ students 

Teacher Enrichment Grants for private study, college level course work and more-

deadline every year is April 15 

Discretionary Assistance to students in financial need 

General Support Grant to organizations & individuals for various musical 

projects/events that serve the musical community & promote music education 

Support for local arts organizations 

More information available on our website or contact Mary Sue (msjoe56@aol.com) 

Foundation Annual Campaign Update 

The AAAPTG Foundation’s 2015 Annual Campaign was launched nearly two months 

ago. To date we have received donations from only 15 of the approximately 90 

members of the Ann Arbor Area Piano Teachers Guild. If you are one of those 15, we 

thank you so very much! Your support for the Annual Campaign is a major reason 

we can continue to provide financial assistance in the form of grants and awards to 

local music students, teachers and music organizations. If you have not yet made a 

contribution, please consider doing so today. Send your check, addressed and made 

out to: 

AAAPTG Foundation, P.O. Box 3139, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 

We are already half way to our goal of $2,500.00! 


